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Louk Verhees and Ricco van Prooijen were teammates 

in 2004 when they partnering respectively Jan Jansma 

and Sjoert Brink won Olympic silver after losing to Italy 

in the final. 

Verhees-Jansma continued their partnership as part of 

the successful Dutch Team Orange, while van Prooijen 

dedicated his gambling passion to chess and earned his 

allowance playing Texas Hold’em until Verhees in 2010 

asked him to be his partner. 

The partnership faced its challenges in the beginning, 

playing a new and artificial strong club-system with lots 

of relays and canapé 1H and 1S-openings. 

None the less they made a big enough impression to 

place them on the team for the Bermuda Bowl in 2011, 

where they performed very well in the round robin and 

continued the excellent play in the knock out matches 

to win the World Championship.  

 

 

Interview with Louk Verhees 
Kees Tammens: How did you experience the time right after winning the Bermuda Bowl in Veldhoven 2011? 

Louk Verhees: “Well, there is hardly anything better than to become world champion in your own country. 

The auditorium filled with such a crowd. Amazing! 

And the bridge actually continued to be successful. We won the Dutch Meesterklasse and the Sports 

Accord Mindgames. You live in a bit of a daze, because it really was something extraordinary. You are 

congratulated by everybody. Even at the tennis club. That was a fun time.” 

Do you have other activities besides bridge? 

“I have plenty of occupations. I occasionally do a bridge clinic or bridge lessons. The rest of the time I am a 

househusband (Louk has two daughters aged 10 and 14), I do the shopping, cooking and laundry. I am still 

an avid tennis player, however not 20 anymore.” 

Ricco van Prooijen receiving a Dutch sport 

award after winning the Bermuda Bowl in 2011 



How often do you play with sponsors in the U.S.? 

“In the U.S. I usually play a pairs tournament and some side events with a client. Occasionally also American 

regionals with a client.” 

How many days a year do you spend on bridge? 

“I play with Ricco about 100 days a year, 25 Fridays a year we have training sessions with Team Oranje,  and 

I play with a client about 80 days every year.” 

What have you done in terms of practice with Ricco since Veldhoven? 

“Not a lot has changed in terms of intensity. Bridge is a game full of facets, mistakes occur all the time to 

feed the discussions/practice.” 

How is your partnership with Ricco working currently? 

“We play the American nationals together and generally play well with a bad set here and there. Our 

partnership understanding has also improved (I hope) especially on my part, since I can be a bit explosive. I 

played in Deauville with my father (Loek Verhees senior, member of the Dutch Senior team in Bali) and 

learned that I am able to k  eep my mouth shut. Making the outcome more successful.” 

 

 

 

 

World Champion Louk Verhees 


